CHAPTER XI

THE MISHMIS

THE Mishmis are the close neighbours of the
Abors, but are in no way kin to them, language and
customs being entirely different. The Dibong river
their western boundary, this .tribe stretches north
and east of Hkamti Long, where Mr. Ney Elias, a
great authority on Burma border tribes, finds the
Mishmis closely allied to the Khunongs, showing
that the tribe now dealt with covers a very large
area, though how far north they reach is not known ;
but their country is generally said to be bounded on
the north and east by the Thibetan provinces of Pomed
and Zayul the fertile Lama valley, the capital of
which is Rima.

The Mishmis who merge into the interest surround-
ing their Abor neighbours do so by reason of a friendly
mission sent into their country simultaneously with
General Bowers' military expedition ; this was done
in order to prevent the possibility of any of them
joining in with the Abors, for survey work, and also
because of Chinese activity to the north and east of
their hills, and amongst whom that nation had, it
was reported, sent emissaries to claim their sub-